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No Pass/No Drive Law impacts teenage drivers

Parents looking for another way to get their teenagers out of bed and on their way to school have some additional help now, thanks to a law passed by the Kentucky General Assembly earlier this year.


The No Pass/No Drive Law went into effect in June and states that all students ages 16 and 17 who received their driver’s licenses after Aug. 1 of this year must continually “earn” their driving privileges by staying in school and passing their classes.


“This law is a natural fit, in my opinion,” said McCracken County Attorney Dan Boaz, who prosecutes traffic offenses in district court. “Most teenagers have a strong desire for the independence that comes with being able to drive. Now they can show that they are responsible enough to drive by fulfilling their responsibilities to attend and do acceptably well in school. This is quite a motivator for kids to stay in school.”


The law addresses both attendance and academics, according to Dan. Specifically, the law states that students ages 16 and 17 can lose their driver’s licenses, intermediate licenses, or learner’s permits if they have nine or more unexcused absences from school, or if they drop out altogether. Students also must pass at least four classes each semester to meet the requirements of the law.


“If a student does not meet the law’s requirements, then the superintendent must report the student to the Transportation Cabinet within 10 days of receiving notification of a student’s failure to meet requirements,” Dan said. “From there, the student has an opportunity to prove he or she deserves a license, despite allegedly not meeting the law’s guidelines. It would, however, require some work and some extenuating circumstances.”


According to Dan, to get a student’s license reinstated, the student’s parent or guardian must request a hearing in district court.  The license will be reinstated if the court finds any of the following:

· The license is needed to meet family obligations or family economic considerations, thus causing an undue hardship;

· The student is the only licensed driver in the home; or

· The student actually is not a dropout or academically deficient.

The court’s decision can be appealed within 30 days to circuit court. 


A student whose license has been revoked can reapply for his or her driver’s license after enrolling and completing one semester of school successfully, according to the law’s requirements. 


To regain a driver’s license, the student must pass at least four courses. The student must provide proof issued by the school within 60 days that he or she is enrolled and is not academically deficient.


“In today’s society, getting a high school diploma is a must,” Dan said. “I hope this law further emphasizes how important an education is and encourages kids to stay in school.”
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