January Column

Natural disasters are not a subject you would expect to find in a county attorney’s column about legal issues. However, preparation can save a lot of legal hassles in the event of a natural disaster that strikes homes or businesses. 


In Kentucky, natural disasters can take many forms: earthquakes, floods, tornadoes, ice storms, snowstorms and fires, to name some. Any of these disasters can leave victims open to crime, scams or identity theft. 


However, there are some steps you can take prior to the disaster that will protect your assets and your identity.


First, get your legal affairs in order; this includes your will, living will, powers of attorney, durable powers of attorney, and other business and personal contracts.

Next, find a safe place to keep important information. You might consider storing copies of them in a safe deposit box in an out-of-town bank. (The reason being, a natural disaster in your hometown is likely to hinder banking operations.) Some people feel better having their important documents in a fire-safe, waterproof box in their own homes. If you keep these documents at home, make sure you have quick and easy access to them if you need to leave quickly. You may even consider maintaining a copy of important information both at home and at the bank.

Having access to important information will be invaluable during and after a disaster. Store a photocopy of your most vital identity documents:

· Driver’s license

· Birth certificate

· Immigration/passport/visa documents

· Will

· Contracts

· Powers of attorney

· Living will

· Vehicle titles

· Deeds

· Credit cards

· Statements for banks and brokerage firms

· One copy of utility bills

· Inventory of your home’s contents

· Insurance policies

· Back-up of computer hard drive

· Marriage certificate

· Recent bank statements

· Health insurance cards

· Prescriptions

· Medicaid/Medicare information and other government-related information

· Military base access cards

Also, store important phone numbers that you may need during and after a natural disaster:

· Insurance agent

· Credit card companies

· Utility companies

· Family and friends you will need to contact

· Physician

· Attorney

· Banks and brokerage firms

· Even a local telephone directory

Unfortunately, a natural disaster may not be the only tragedy to befall you in an emergency. Scam artists have become quite adept at stealing the identities of natural disaster victims. You may have to prove your identity in order to receive assistance, restore utilities, obtain credit or even get back to your home after the disaster.

Compiling this information may seem overwhelming at first. But, taken a step at a time over several weeks, this is not only feasible, but extraordinarily helpful in the event of an emergency.

