December Column

Unfortunately, scams are plentiful. In fact, this column could focus on a different scam each month and have a new topic indefinitely. Scams, however, are not the primary focus of this column, but there is one scam that may be making its way to McCracken Countians that I believe deserves attention because it deals with our judicial system. Beware of this scam.


You answer your ringing telephone. The caller identifies himself as an officer of the court, stating that you failed to report for jury duty and that a warrant is out for your arrest. You state that you never received a jury summons. The caller is amicable enough and states that he can help you clear it up, but will need some verification information, such as your birth date, social security number, and possibly even a credit card number to take care of the “fine.”

When the caller asks for your personal information, that’s when you really should take notice. It’s a scam that can steal your identity. Court officers do not ask for confidential information over the phone; they generally correspond by mail. Even if the caller does not ask for credit card information, do not give out personal information to unsolicited callers. These scam artists can use your birth date and social security number to open new credit card accounts, empty your bank account and assume your identity.


This scam is effective for the fraudulent caller because it is so simple. Most people, who believe they are facing the threat of arrest, will do practically anything the caller asks of them to remedy the situation. 


If you receive a suspicious phone call, but fear it may be legitimate, hang up and call your local District or Court office for verification. Do not rely on a phone number provided by the caller, because it may be manned with a fraudulent staff prepared to steal your identity as well.


The moral of the story is this: even if a call scares you, remember the basic rules in our modern society for dealing with unsolicited telephone calls and Internet messages. Do not give personal information, such as your birth date, social security number, credit card numbers or bank numbers over the phone or Internet.

