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Dogs and cats have a way of becoming a part of our family . . . so much so that we care for them as family members, making sure they have the necessary vaccinations, food, water, shelter and attention. So it is only appropriate that Kentucky’s laws protect these beloved pets from intentional torture and abuse.


This past legislative session, the General Assembly updated KRS 525.135, which specifically deals with the torture of dogs and cats. The statute now reads that the torture of a dog or cat is a Class A misdemeanor for the first offense, which carries a fine of up to $500 and/or jail time ranging from 90 days to 12 months. However, if the dog or cat suffers serious physical injury or death as a result of the torture, the offense is a Class D felony, punishable by one to five years in prison and a fine of up to $10,000. 


The statute defines torture as the intentional infliction of extreme physical pain or injury, motivated by the desire to increase or prolong the pain of an animal. The law goes on to exempt certain activities. The law does not apply to the killing or injuring of a dog or cat in these instances:

· In accordance with a license to hunt, fish, or trap;

· For humane purposes;

· For veterinary, agricultural, spaying, neutering or cosmetic purposes;

· In relation to sporting activities, such as organized dog or cat shows and others;

· For bona fide animal research activities by institutions of higher education. This also includes any business registered with the United States Department of Agriculture under the Animal Welfare Act or subject to other federal laws governing animal research;

· In self-defense or in the defense of another person against an aggressive or diseased dog or cat;

· In defense of a domestic animal against an aggressive or diseased dog or cat;

· For animal or pest control; 

· For activities of animals engaged in hunting, fishing, field trials, dog training and other activities authorized either by a hunting license or by the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources; and

· Any other purpose authorized by law.

The statute specifically mentions that training dogs to fight for pleasure or profit is not exempt under the statute. Such acts are a violation of Kentucky law and will be punished accordingly.


The law has many important functions, such as maintaining order and punishing those who break the law. At its most basic level, though, the law is designed to protect those things we value highly: our families, our friends and even our pets. 
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