County attorney offices face 

personnel layoffs under proposed budget


If the Kentucky state legislature does not allocate additional funding for county attorney budgets, county attorneys may not have the staff available to properly handle their growing caseloads, according to Daniel Boaz, McCracken County Attorney.


The current budget proposed by Gov. Steve Beshear would result in the loss of 51 assistant county attorneys, victims’ advocates and support staff, according to Boaz.


“Because 98 percent of county attorneys’ budgets are devoted entirely to personnel, budget cuts have a catastrophic impact on local county attorneys’ offices,” Boaz said.


Several small county attorneys’ offices are staffed only by the elected official, a part-time assistant and a part-time secretary. Here in McCracken County, the county attorney’s office has 6 assistant county attorneys and 17 office workers in addition to the county attorney.


“Prosecutors must have the resources to keep up with their ever-increasing caseloads,” Boaz said.  “If citizens cannot feel safe in their homes, knowing that criminals will be brought to justice, then other government services are meaningless.”


On average, each of Kentucky’s 120 county attorneys handled nearly 5,800 cases in 2007.  Using those averages, a part-time county attorney is expected to work nearly 16 cases per day, if he or she works all 365 days each year. The McCracken County Attorney’s Office handled more than 11,350 cases in 2007.


“County attorneys have been chronically under funded for years, but recent events have caused this lack of sufficient funding to become more threatening,” Boaz said. Those events include substantial increases in caseloads, the creation of unfunded mandates, increased operating costs, the creation of additional specialty courts and specialty judges, and an influx of new public defenders, according to Boaz.

Over the past few years, most counties in Kentucky have seen the addition of family courts and the increased use of drug and truancy courts.

“County attorneys support these various courts and their goal of judicial efficiency and worthy rehabilitative causes,” Boaz said. “However, the fact remains that new courts and judges increase the burden on county attorneys. Yet no additional staff or prosecutors have been added to handle the new cases or extra days in court.”

Boaz also pointed to the addition of new laws and duties that have come without funding, such as the primary seatbelt law, per se DUI law, elder abuse protection act, alcohol dependence commitments and methamphetamine precursor laws. 

“These new laws are effective,” Boaz said. “However, they will not work without a prosecutor to implement these programs.”

