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County Attorney Boaz 

discusses religious symbols in public places


As the Christmas season approaches, many McCracken Countians display numerous religious symbols in their own homes. However, for years, the courts have upheld that religious symbols do not belong in public places.


After years of discussion and even argument, McCracken Countians might begin to see more of the Ten Commandments and other historically significant religious symbols in public places throughout McCracken County.


A law enacted by the General Assembly this year will allow state agencies, local governments, and public schools to post the Ten Commandments and other religious materials as historic artifacts.


“Our legislators, after considering the argument, found it in our state’s best interest to not hide its heritage, traditions, beliefs or deeply held opinions of its citizens,” said McCracken County Attorney Daniel Boaz.  “They felt it was important for public buildings and properties to reflect the state’s rich history by displaying historic artifacts and symbols, including the Ten Commandments.”


The law, which was passed as House Bill 277, allows the display of historic and religious artifacts if they are displayed in a balanced, objective, and not solely religious manner. 


Schools may display religious materials only as part of a non-devotional, academic course approved by the school's governing body. 


Displays that favor a particular religion or religion in general are forbidden.


In addition, the law states that the national motto, “In God We Trust,” should be inscribed on a plaque to be placed above the dais of the Speaker of the Kentucky House of Representatives, similar to the posting in the United States House of Representatives in Washington, D.C.


“The law itself cites that even the authors of the United States Constitution placed religious-based statements and symbols in and on their public buildings,” Boaz said. “By passing this law, I believe our legislators were attempting to find a balance between the freedom to exercise religion and the freedom of speech.” 
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