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Child support collections a priority for county attorney’s office

McCracken County Attorney Dan Boaz compared his responsibility of collecting child support in McCracken County to working an intricate puzzle. . . the puzzle representing a child’s life.


“When rearing a child, there are so many important pieces to that child’s life: love, education, financial support, nutrition, and religion, to name just a few,” Boaz said. “However, some people do not pay their fair share when it comes to the financial support of a child. That’s where my office comes in—to make sure the financial support piece of the puzzle is put into place.”


And the McCracken County Child Support office’s efforts have certainly paid off for McCracken County children, with the office boasting nearly $3,921,061.18 in collections for the fiscal year running from July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006.

“We’re proud of these collections, but the real winners are McCracken County children,” Boaz said.


Boaz said there are many facets to child support collection, each one playing an integral role.  He credited Family Court Judge Sanderson as an important figure in encouraging parents to pay their fair share of child support.  “Judge Sanderson is understanding yet firm when it comes to requiring people to pay child support,” Boaz said. “She always is fair in her judgments. She certainly helps us get the job done.”


Boaz also credits the work of his staff. The McCracken County Child Support Office employs 10 people who manage more than 10,000 child support cases each year.

 “This is a challenging job because our office is only called upon to work a child support collection case when there is a problem and someone has not paid what the court ordered them to pay,” Boaz said. “We work on a tight budget, but our child support office is dedicated to helping the children of McCracken County. The fact that our office collected, in one year, more than $3,500,000.00 on behalf on McCracken County children is evidence of the staff’s commitment.”

Boaz said his work in collecting child support for McCracken County children is rewarding because he feels families need all the help they can get.

“Even though we’ve had a successful year, we don’t want to stop there,” Boaz said. “We want to continue to increase our collections in the coming years, so we can continue to improve the lives of McCracken County children.”


Even though Kentucky’s child support offices are among the lowest-funded among surrounding states, the collection of delinquent child support payments is an efficient system that reaps nearly $79 for every $1 the state invests.  In 2006, the state invested $4.678 million in general fund dollars. With that investment, county attorneys collected $368,373,515 for families and children across the state. 
McCracken County residents needing help with child support collection should call the McCracken County Child Support Office at 444-7573.
